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Benjamin F. Shirley
Reaches Milestone
Honored for over 40 years
of dedicated service.

Benjamin Shirley

ST. PETERSBURG - The
youngest of nine children from
Reverend L. K. and Emma
S h i rl ey, St. Petersburg’s
Sanitation Director, Benjamin
F. Shirley is a graduate of
Carter Parramore High School
in Quincy, Florida. He came to
St. Petersburg and began his
career with the City of St.
Petersburg in 1970 as a serviceman, assisting automated sanitation vehicle drivers in the collection and disposal of solid
waste. He rose steadily through
the ranks, serving as a sanitation specialist, commercial collection supervisor, chief of
commercial collection, sanitation manager and sanitation
assistant director, prior to
becoming sanitation director in
2006.
S hir ley’s eff orts ha ve
helped make St. Petersburg’s
Sanitation Department one of
the most modern and efficient
solid waste operations in the

world. He oversees the activities of 176 employees who
collect and dispose of the City’s
more than 275,000 tons of solid
waste each year. His management style and innovation have
resulted in route reductions and
consolidations with considerable savings to the city while, at
the same time, increasing the
yardage of collected solid
waste. He is the first AfricanAmerican director of the
department, and he admits his
situation is quite unusual. “It is
rare,” he said, “that this
happens. I am still in the same
department in which I started.”
Friends
and
co-workers
consider him a giant in his own
time, and see him as a positive,
giving person.
His community involvement has been officially recog-

SHIRLEY

continued on pg. 4

Lieutenant Governor Jennifer Carroll

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - Held
at the Renaissance Vinoy Resort
on Friday, the Pinellas County
Urban League’s 33rd annual
Equal Opportunity Day dinner
drew more than 500 elegantly
attired attendees, all expectantly
waiting to hear Florida’s new
Lt. Governor Jennifer Carroll
impart information and wisdom
she has gained through her
y ears as a l eg i s l at o r an d
African-American woman in
service to her constituents.
R ev. Wal t er Drau g h o n ,
pastor of First Baptist Church of
St. Petersburg of St. Petersburg,
commented on his observations

of the audience as he prepared
to bring the invocation. “This
evening we draw together as
urbanites and there is nothing
more beautiful than to see black,
white, yellow, and brown at the
same table, drinking the same
wine and swaying to the same
Ray Charles beat. This enables
us to grasp a big opportunity to
empower ourselves and to build
our urban centers,” he stated.
As she leaned into the
microphone, the power of the
speaker’s words was felt by
every member of the audience.
“God didn’t make us all equal,
but He did provide opportunities for us to take advantage
…ways for us to help develop
ourselves,” Lieutenant Governor
Jennifer Carroll told the

Urban League President Gregory Johnson

audience. Being prepared when
the opportunity presents itself is
what Carroll, 51, encouraged
attendees to do. She provided
some background on how she
prepared herself. Born in Port
of Spain, Trinidad West Indies,
she and her family migrated to
the United States while she was
a small child. In 1979, she
enlisted in the United States
Navy and served for 20 years.
During her naval career, she
rose through the ranks and
retired as a Lieutenant Commander
Aviation Maintenance Officer.
After retirement, Carroll served
as executive director of the
Florida Department of Veterans
A ff a i r s . I n 2 0 0 3 , s h e w a s
elected to the Florida
Legislature and maintained this

position until she was selected
as G o v e r n o r R i c k S c o t t ’s
running mate. She is the first
African-American woman to be
elected to the office of Lt.
Governor. Registered under the
Republican political party affiliation, her political record as a
legislator is one of successes.
Carroll secured funding for the
Black Male College Explorers
p r o g r a m , t h e B o y S c o u t ’s
Learning for Life program, and
t h e G i r l S c o u t ’s c h a r a c t e r
education program. She
sponsored the “Dream”
specialty license plate, which
p a y s t r i b u t e t o D r. M a r t i n
Luther King, Jr. Proceeds from

PCUL
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BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
W A S H I N G T O N
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - A
national forum aimed to declare
war on the 40-year-long “war on
drugs” has culminated into an
enlistment of quasi soldiers to
push Congress and the White
House to end the campaign that
– according to statistics - has
wreaked havoc on and
destroyed black communities
nationwide.
“This is a crime against
humanity. War on drugs is a war
on black and brown and must be
challenged by the highest levels
of our government in the war for
justice,” said the Rev. Jesse L.
Jackson Sr., keynote speaker at
a forum commemorating the
40th anniversary of the “War on
Drugs.”
“This is government-

sponsored terrorism,” Jackson
said to applause in the packed
room at the National Press Club.
“It raised the price on black
existence; it is an attack on the
black family; it has destroyed a
generation. Those who are the
least users have paid the most
price because of race; those
with money and attorneys have
paid the least price. Those
wit h o u t a t t o r n e y s r e m a i n
behind bars today.”
More than 200 gathered at
the forum, sponsored by the
New York City-based Institute
of the Black World – 21st
Century, led by its president and
CEO, Dr. Ron Daniels, a
veteran human and civil rights
activist. It was 40 years ago that
President Richard M. Nixon
began the “War on Drugs”.
It was said to be aimed at
illegal importation as well as the

Dr. Elsie Scott, president and CEO of the
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, tells
standing-room-only audience what must be done legislatively to quell damages of "war on drugs." Behind her is
Institution of the Black World 21st Century board Chairman
Rick Adams and Dr. Ron. Daniels, IBW President and CEO.

street-level demand for illegal
drugs. But, four decades later,
the most visible results from a
black perspective have been

WAR
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
• Aknowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real
foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the
reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
States Engage In Conspiracy
To Steal The 2012 Election
BY JULIANNE MALVEAUX
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - Attorney
Barbara Arnwine, leader of the DC
based Lawyer’s Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law, is on a mission. She
wants to make sure that every citizen has the right to vote.
On its face, it seems like a retro mission, since the right to
vote has long been established. But one look at her Map
of Shame, a map she shared at the Rainbow PUSH
Coalition’s 40th Anniversary and annual conference, and
the mission becomes quite urgent.
States are passing laws that require people to have a
government issued photo ID in order to vote. Arnwine’s
Map of Shame shows 8 states – Kansas, Texas,
Wisconsin, Indiana, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, and
South Carolina --that require a government-issued photo
ID for voting. Several other require proof of citizenship,
which may mean the birth certificate President Obama
was challenged with producing. Sounds suspiciously
close to a passbook to me. Often when these laws are
enforced, the government issued photo ID must include
a “current” address, which poses barriers to those who
have moved. Americans have a mobility rate of 14
percent, and African Americans have a mobility rate of
18 percent. In the middle of a move, many do not return
to the Department of Motor Vehicles to change the
address on their driver’s license.
Government-issued photo ID does not include a
Social Security card, but is usually restricted to a driver’s
license or a passport. Eleven percent of all Americans,
and twenty-five percent of African Americans, does not
have driver’s licenses. In Georgia, 36 percent of those
over 75 do not have a driver’s license. What about
passports? The process of obtaining a passport often
takes weeks, and costs upwards of $100. Requiring a
government-issued photo ID may be a burden for some
Americans. Yet that is precisely the intent that legislators
that are assaulting voting rights have. When elections are
close, it is in their interest to exclude young people,
seniors, and African Americans. These voter ID laws do
exactly that. Additionally, in some high unemployment
states, those who owe child support cannot get a driver’s
license. Talk about a double whammy. You may need a
car to get to work or look for work to pay child support,
but without a car you can’t look for work or get to work.
The Map of Shame shows that more than twenty
states are considering the repressive laws that have been
passed in the eight states that have frontally attacked
voting rights, along with the two, Ohio and Florida that
require proof of citizenship. Is it any coincidence that

these are “swing states”? How much does this have to do
with the upcoming 2012 election, where the stakes are
high and the Tea Party seems determined to push our
country backwards?
This attack on voting surely has nothing to do with
real voter fraud. Afive-year investigation by the Bush
Department of Justice showed a scant 86 voter fraud conviction, and most of these cases could not have been
prevented by voter ID laws. Another study showed that
only 24 people were convicted of or pled guilty to illegal
voting between 2002 and 2005. Again, photo ID laws
would not have prevented this fraud. Instead of attempting to suppress the vote, we ought to be encouraging it –
we have one of the lowest levels of voter participation in
the world.
In the middle of an economic crisis, legislators are
passing laws that will cost millions of dollars to
implement. Is this the price of democracy, of voting
integrity? Hardly. It is the price of chicanery. It is officially sanctioned voter suppression that, when combined
with informal intimidating tactics already keep millions
from the polls. For example, in Georgia, at the cusp of an
election, those who owed child support were sent letters
warning them that their status might be checked at the
polls. In an urban center, during an anticipated close
election, voters in some precincts were called and told the
election had been decided (it had not been) and they did
not need to vote. Furthermore, efforts that have been
made in the past to expand the electorate are now being
eliminated. In some states, early voting and Sunday
voting has been eliminated; in others, churches and
community centers can no longer register voters. Civic
organizations that once registered voters now will not
because laws have been passed that make it difficult to
comply with laws (such as registrations must be turned in
within 24 or 48 hours), and that impose harsh penalties
for noncompliance.
Some states are eliminating precinct voting. When
you voted in your precinct you could walk down the
street or around the block to vote. With “regional voting
centers” several precincts are combined and it may be
necessary to take public transportation, if there is such a
thing in your area, to get to a polling place. If there is such
a thing. Repressive states are refusing federal funds for
public transportation because they have absolutely no
interest in a mobile African American population.
The bottom line – many are planning to make voting
harder in 2012 than it was in 2008. They are planning to
steal the 2012 election, and activist lawyers like Barbara
Arnwine are passionately fighting back. Check out the
Map of Shame at www.lawyerscommittee.org..

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Mary Emily Samuels
Militant Teen Becomes Mature Angel Of Mercy
borhood didn’t always
ST. PETERBURG understand what we
Mary Emily Samuels
were doing or why we
uses experiences of
were doing it. We
her youth to direct
never got into any real
young people that she
trouble, though; we
spends time with as
were just angry and
she goes about her
very vocal”.
daily routine. Her
“Over the years, I
grandson, with whom
have made some
she spends a lot of
changes in what I do.
time, often needs
Instead of so much
explanations about
talking, I find myself
situations or people.
doing a lot of praying
She was overheard
and listening. Life
recently as she
changes, illness,
struggled to get him
family needs, and my
to understand that he
job are all a part of
has to listen, ask
who I am today. I have
questions, and study
children and grandpeople to understand
children who need me
why they might
as an example. I enjoy
do or say things.
Mary Emily Samuels
being able to advise
“Furthermore, what
they mean to say is not always what they say. younger women and show them ways to live
You cannot make hasty judgments about a better life. As for my job, I am grateful to
have one. I asked God to give me a job that I
people,” she said.
Samuels had a lot of experience with could do, and that is what he gave me,”
being misjudged and misunderstood as a related Samuels.
“I am a sitter. I am the eyes and ears for
teenager. “Back in the ‘60’s my focus was on
learning about the history of African- the nurses and doctors who cannot be in one
Americans and trying to change the way a lot room for the entire time a patient needs to
of people were thinking. I spent a lot of time have someone with them. I talk to the
talking and protesting. Civil Rights demon- patients, read to them and just let them know
strations found me right in the middle of a that I am there for them. It may not seem like
militant crowd, talking about rights and what a very important job, but to the medical proI thought needed to be done Don’t misunder- fessionals that I work with and the families of
stand what I a saying. I was not a bad person. the patients I sit with, it is one of the most
I knew what I was talking about. When I was important jobs in the hospital. Today, I spend
not talking, I was in the library or with my my time helping the sick. My job is to help
cousins, studying so that we would be make people feel better, and I want you to
prepared for the next debate, confrontation, know that I am just as passionate about what
or demonstration. Some people in our neigh- I do now as I was in the ‘60’s.”

St. Petersburg Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority Provides
Assistance To Haiti
STPETERSBURG - The
St. Petersburg Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. is a proud
member of this community
with a sincere purpose of
making a difference in the lives
of others both locally and
abroad.Understanding the
ongoing plight of those
suffering in Haiti, the Chapter

made a financial contribution
of $400 to Richard Berthelot
and Pastor Jesse Pierre,
residents of St. Petersburg and
natives of Haiti. Richard and
Marlene Berthelot are the
founders of Haitian Mission
Par La Foi Haiti, an orphanage
which addresses the need of
Haitian youth.
St. Petersburg Alumnae

Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc.’s president, Anita
Lewis stated “the 2010 earthquake is long over, however,
many continue to suffer as a
result of its enormous devastation.”The effort to reach out
to the Haitian population was
spearheaded by Ethel
Cannedy, chair of International
Awareness and Involvement.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
My Body My Life –
Tampa Bay
Health And Fitness Summit
HELLO
SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

Brooks And Reed Families
Unite to Celebrate
Couple’s 50 Year Union
TAMPA- The Brooks and Reed families came
together to celebrate 50 years of marriage for
Coach Isadore Reginald Reed and Dorothye
Brooks Reed. Known to most as “Billy and Dot,”
the couple met at Florida A&M University in 1957
where he played baseball, basketball and football
and she was a cheerleader, dance troupe and
Student Government Association member.
Reed knew that Dot would be interning at
Middleton High School, where he was the head
baseball coach and assistant football coach. What
he didn’t know was that his neighbor was her
grandmother, that she would live across the street or
that he would drive her to Middleton everyday as
he went to work at College Hill Elementary, down
the street. The friendship grew into a special relationship during that semester, and Reed decided to
make it a permanent one.
Billy proposed to Dot in 1960 when he, and his
nephew Ronald Brown, made a surprise visit to
Dot’s home in Ocala to ask her father for her hand
in marriage. It is seen today as “the old fashioned
way,” but Reed followed the teachings of his
parents and asked her father before he asked Dot.
They were engaged for a year as they took premarital instructions from Father Dodd at St. Peter
Claver Catholic Church where they were married
by Father Dodd on June 18 1961.
Fifty years later and 300 people came together
for a marriage rededication and reception at Pepin’s
Hospitality Centre, 4121 North 50th Street, Tampa
Florida. The hall was transformed into a white rose
garden with stars twinkling in the midnight sky.
The attendees represented everyone from third
grade students and life time friends of Dot’s to

ST. PETERSBURG –
About 1,800 youth eight to 15
years of age from St.
Petersburg’s 13 youth and teen
camps will participate in the
My Body My Life Health and
Fitness Summit – a movement
to eat right, be physically
active, and make healthier
choices Wednesday, June 29.
The daylong event goes from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Each
youth participant will rotate
through six areas spanning Al
Lang Stadium, the Hilton
Ballroom, USF Activities
Center, and Mahaffey Theater.
The program opens at the

SHIRLEY

continued from front page

Isadore Reginald Reed and
Dorothye Brooks Reed

competing coaches from bay area high schools.
The bride and groom’s vows were renewed and
officiated by the bride’s brother, Rev. Tommy L.
Brooks.
Traditions were observed, but with a different
slant. Instead of pastel colors, the gowns were beige
and gold, and the bride wore creme. Bracelets were
exchanged instead of rings, Dot’s sorority Zeta Phi
Beta presented tributes and the bridal bouquet was
thrown to married women in hopes that they too
would be blessed with 50 years of marriage.

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

nized by the chief of police, Boys
Scouts of America and others.
Shirley received the City’s “Hats
Off” award for his service to
neighborhoods and was the first
city employee to receive a key to
the city for outstanding performance during the aftermath of
Hurricane Hugo. He has received
honors from Florida Power
(Progress Energy), PARC and
numerous citizens’associations
for his outstanding and continuous service and dedication to his
community.
Indeed, Shirley finds fulfillment in heading up activities that
are community oriented.
Shirley is an active member
of the city’s Community
Awareness and Response Team,
the American Public Works

Progress Energy Center for the
Arts’Mahaffey Theater, 400
1st Street South with keynote
speaker, NBC’s Biggest Loser
2008’s America’s Choice
winner Amanda Arlauskas who
lost 87 pounds.
Therotations include FC
Tampa Bay soccer team and a
locker room visit with an athletic
trainer, sport and nutrition tips on
exercise and diet; a giant interactive soccer clinic; workout
sessions with a Lifestyles Family
Fitness trainer; Fun Zone and
activitiesat Al Lang Field; a
Fast Food Frenzy game show
and a Fitness Expo Hall at the

Mahaffey lobby. Exhibitors will
provide samples and educational
information including cooking
demonstrations by All Children’s
Hospital, fitness instructors, a
chance to meet three-time
Olympic gold medalist swimmer
and broadcaster Brooke Bennett,
and various business sponsors in
the field of nutrition, youth and
fitness. Participants will receive
a backpack, t-shirt and lunch.
The program is sponsored by St.
Petersburg Parks and Recreation,
the National Recreation and
Parks Association and the
Walmart Foundation. Event is
not open to the public.

Association, The Solid Waste
Association of North America,
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Parade
Committee, The N-Team, spirit
of the Wine Maker and the
National Forum for Black Public
Administrators. He is a 2000
graduate of Leadership St. Pete.
“One of my greatest joys is
community service. I enjoy
helping the needy. For many
years, I worked with Bob Gilder
to help people in the community
fix up, rebuild and revitalize their
surroundings. I always thought
that ‘Ben and Bob’ made a good
community team,” Shirley said.
“We were always able to connect
the people who wanted to help to
those who needed help. “That is
a good feeling,” he continued.
Shirley sees his achievements as the fruit of his grandfather’s prayers and his father’s
instructions. His grandfather

always prayed that his children
and grandchildren would be
shown favor throughout their
lives. His father, a minister,
taught him to be self-disciplined
and prudent. He credits his father,
grandfather, a number of
mentors, and his family for
where he stands today. They
believed in him, supported him,
and stood by him through the
years. Shirley and his wife Carrie
are the parents of three daughters
- Katrina, Jacque and Sandra, and
three sons - Benjamin, Jr.,
Antwan and Dalton. There are 14
grandchildren and three great
grandchildren. Ben Shirley is a
member of Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church, and, according to
those who hear him, his singing
to the glory of the Lord on
Sunday mornings has become
both a hobby and passion.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
400 SOUTH FORT HARRISON AVENUE, CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 33756
TO:LEGAL AD DEPARTMENTGULF COAST BUSINESS REVIEW
PLEASE INSERT TO APPEAR
June 17, 2011

FREE * HOME * ENERGY * REPAIRS

INVITATION TO BID
TO:INTERESTED BIDDERS

The Pinellas County Urban League is offering Weatherization
Services to qualifying low income homeowners residing in
Pinellas County. Weatherization Services Can Lower Your
Monthly Home Electric Bill by 20 to 30 percent.
Installed Measures
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Sealing around doors and Windows
Attic Insulation (R30)
Solar Window Screens or Film
Smart Thermostats
CFL Lighting
Seal and Insulate Duct System
Energy Star Refrigerator
Repair or Install New HVAC System
Replace Water Heater

Complete Diagnostic Testing of Home

Income Cannot Exceed
Size of Family Unit
Max Income
1 . . . . . . . . . . . .$21,780.00
2 . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,420.00
3 . . . . . . . . . . . .$37,060.00
4 . . . . . . . . . . . .$44,700.00
5 . . . . . . . . . . . .$52,340.00
6 . . . . . . . . . . . .$67,620.00
Each additional member add: $7,640
2011 Poverty Income Guidelines
increased by 200%

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of County Commissioners,Pinellas County,Clearwater,Florida in the office of the Director of Purchasing,
County Annex Office Building,400 South Fort Harrison Avenue,6th Floor,Clearwater,Florida,until July 19, 2011 @ 3:00 P.M. and will then and
there be opened and read aloud for the following:
Services, Labor, Materials and Equipment Required for Construction of:
TITLE: 2011 Airfield Improvements (PID No. 673)
BID NUMBER: 101-0319-CP (DF)
PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA
The engineering estimate for this project is $7,435,656.25
Awards of bids for construction services with an engineering estimate in excess of $100,000.00 will be made to bidders who have pre-qualified
Road,Street and Storm Sewer type construction in the amount that equals or exceeds their bid amount.Only those bids from bidders who are
prequalified with Pinellas County (or those that have an FDOT equivalent prequalification) in the amount that equals or exceeds their bid prior to
the bid opening will be considered.
There will be a non-mandatory pre-bid conference on June 27th at 10:00 A.M.at 400 S.Ft.Harrison Avenue Room 516,Clearwater,Florida 33756.
Plans,specifications and bid forms will be available on compact disk at no charge and may be obtained from Pinellas County Purchasing
Department,400 South Fort Harrison Avenue,6th FL,Annex Bldg.,Clearwater,Florida.Mail requests should be addressed to:
Purchasing,400 S.Ft.Harrison Ave.,6th Floor,Clearwater,Florida 33756.
"PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRING REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROCEEDING/EVENT, SHOULD CALL 727/464 4062 (VOICE/TDD) FAX 727/464 4157, NOT LATER THAN SEVEN DAYS PRIOR TO
THE PROCEEDING."
Further information may be obtained by contacting the Purchasing Department, at the above address or telephone number 727/464 3311. Bid information may be obtained by visiting the Pinellas County Purchasing Department web site
www.pinellascounty.org/purchase. Any bids received after the specified time and date will not be considered.
SUSAN LATVALA, ChairmanJOE LAURO, CPPO/CPPB
Board of County CommissionersDirector of Purchasing

This Program is Funded by the Department of Energy – ARRA Stimulus 2010

- - - Applications Are Available - - Visit the Pinellas County Urban League at 333-31st
Street North, St. Petersburg or call (727) 321-5149 to
have an application sent to your address.
These Services Are Completely Free of Charge

Time is Running Out – Get Your Application

Today!!
Florida
Department of
Community
Affairs

2011 SUMMER YOUTH CAMP
Field Trips - Activities
Guest Speakers - And More
Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
June 13 - August 12
1137 37th St.S.,St.Petersburg,FL
(727) 321-0670 or (727) 896-9208
Breakfast,Lunch &Snack Included!
Coordinated Child Care Accepted
Weekly Fee:$50.00
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Juneteenth Celebration In
Campbell Park A Success
BY KYRAHALLETTAND
SARAH MILLER
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Technology today allows information to travel within minutes. Today,
most people do not realize how significant it was to receive information in a day when cell phones and
email did not exist. In the past information traveled slowly by word of
mouth.
President Abraham Lincoln
i s su e d the Em anc ipation
Proclamation Sept. 22, 1862. This
meant the slaves in the southern
states who were controlled by the
Confederacy were finally free. It
wasn’t until Jan. 1, 1863 that
freedom from slavery took effect.
This day is known as “Jubilee Day.”
However, not every slave at the
time heard the news. The Civil War
was over before word about their
freedom reached some slaves.
On June 19, 1865, Union
soldier Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger
went to Galveston, Texas to let
slaves know they were free. For
two and a half years the slaves in
Galveston did not know about their
freedom. The celebration of their
freedom became known as
Juneteenth. Today, Juneteenth is
celebrated throughout the nation as
a day that represents the joy of
freedom and new beginnings.
Texas made Juneteenth a state
holiday on Jan. 1, 1980. Although
we now have the high-speed results
of technology, not everyone has
heard about Juneteenth. Faye
Dowdell said she wants to keep the
celebration of Juneteenth alive in St.
Petersburg. When she heard
Juneteenth was going to be
canceled five years ago, she took it
upon herself to uphold the
Juneteenth tradition. As the
v o l u nteer coor dina tor of
Juneteenth, Dowdell doesn’t get
paid to organize the yearlong
project, but relies on the community
and generous sponsors for financial
support.
“This is an exciting year. We
have more activities for the
children,” Dowdell said. “With the
sponsorships we got this year we
were able to do so much more, and
give back so much more.”
Sponsorship is important to
Dowdell.
“It takes a lot of money to run
this.”
Writing grants, getting
sponsors, entertainment, volunteers
and getting vendors are just a part of

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Mary Strull helps children make bracelets at Juneteenth celebration.

what Dowdell does to make the
event happen every year. She
utilizes the help of the community
to organize Juneteenth. Dowdell
said her family helps lessen the
load, too. Her brother cooks, her
sister calls volunteers and her son’s
family comes down from Virginia
to pitch in.
The first year Dowdell
organized the festival the event lost
m one y. Mone y rai s ed fo r
Juneteenth goes back into the
organization. Friends and family
who can’t support Juneteenth financially sometimes give a gift that can
be placed in the raffles.
“The most exciting thing this
year is Sankofa: African-American
Museum on Wheels. For her to
come here and educate the
community is so wonderful,”
Dowdell said.
Sankofa, an expression that
comes from Ghana meaning
“wisdom of past to build the
future,” is a museum on wheels
created by Angela Jennings to teach
her nephew about his history.
“I’ve been touring since 1995,”
Jennings said.
It took about 25 years for
Jennings to gather everything in her
collection. She has traveled to all
states except Alaska and Hawaii.
Everything in the collection is close
to her heart and she hopes one day
her nephew will take it on. Her
latest collection is of President
Obama and his family.
“It has shown young AfricanAmericans what they can aspire to
be,” Jennings said.
Mary Stull is a member of the
NAACP and said Juneteenth is a

learning opportunity for children.
“History can get lost so easily,”
she said.
Stull was a high school history
teacher in Texas. She is familiar
with Juneteenth and participated in
Galveston festival, one of the
largest Juneteenth festivals in the
nation. This is Stull’s first year as a
volunteer for Juneteenth in St.
Petersburg. Stull looks forward to
volunteering next year. She said
Juneteenth is good for families.
“I’m all for the family thing;
we need that,” Stull said.
Mount Zion drum line, madeup of boys and girls, and young
men and women, ages 7 to 21, was
a key Juneteenth performer.
“It’s a great honor,” said Deon
Bryant, ministry leader of the drum
line. “This is where it all started at.
We started in 2007 and had our first
performance right here. We want to
give back.”
Regina Shears from the
National Black Nurses Association
(NBNA) came to Juneteenth to also
give back to the community.
“We offer free health screenings,” Shears said.
Shears said Juneteenth is an
opportunity for NBNA to educate
the African-American community
about things that affect them.
“If the community doesn’t
know their risk, and they have
symptoms they could die,” Shears
said.
Dowdell wrote a book about
Juneteenth for this year’s festival to
help children understand the
meaning of the event. Local artist
Anthony Ricks illustrated the book
- “Juneteenth: For Children.”

“The book is going over well,”
Dowdell said. “At Juneteenth we
try to teach and that’s the reason for
the book and many of the other
activities here.”
Ricks had a booth selling some
of his artwork, along with drawing
portraits of Juneteenth attendees.
“I think the book came out
really well,” Ricks said.
His mother, Wanda Stuart, says
he is dedicated to what he does and
he loves working with children. She
has been involved with Juneteenth
since its beginnings in St.
Petersburg. Stuart said the book is
an opportunity to let people know
there is hope.
“We’re not enslaved. This
economy will make you believe
you are enslaved but we are all free
to make a change,” she said. “This
is an opportunity for Anthony to
take his talents and make a difference. If you’ve got skills, if you’ve
got talent, use it.”
Her granddaughter also makes
earrings and sells the jewelry at
Juneteenth.
“Everybody can give
something, I don’t care who you
are, give what you can,” Stull said.
Ricks said, “It’s all about
togetherness. Being there for the
community and your family, that’s
what Juneteenth is all about to me.”
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg undergraduate and graduate students.
NNB serves Midtown and its surrounding community. To report your
community news, call 727-873-4741,
or email lclevela@mail.usf.edu.
Online at nnbnews.com.

Saturday, June 25 - Williams Park Summer Market. 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. We’re happy to announce that there will be
a summer market this year located in a shady portion of
Williams Park. The market will be smaller and simpler than
a previous summer market venue. We’ll be using a portion
of the park that is well shaded by trees and a neighboring
office tower. The park is an entire city block bounded by
3rd & 4th Streets, and 1st and 2nd Ave N. Parking: In
addition to on-street parking, there are a variety of convenient nearby garages and surface lots. Visit www.saturdaymorningmarket.com for information.
Sunday, June 26 - The Pinellas County Urban League
Guild will host Urban League Sunday at First Baptist
Institutional Church, 3144 3rd Ave. S., 4 p.m. Rev. Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson is Pastor. The speaker for this event
is Dr. Paula White, Senior Pastor Without Walls
International Church, Tampa. For additional information,
contact Melissa Newton, 2011 Urban League Sunday
Chair at 727-804-5065 or Dr. Yvonne Williams, Guild
President at 727-631-2385. Gregory Johnson is
President/CEO of the Pinellas County Urban League.
Sunday, June 26 - Music Fest by the Bay. Courtyard by
The Bay The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Every
Sunday The Pier hosts a new musical act for your listening
pleasure at the Waterside Courtyard. Featuring local
bands and musicians from a four county area with Top 40,
Southern Rock, Classic Rock, Jazz and other types of
music for your listening and/or dancing pleasure. Visit
www.stpetepier.com or call 727-821-6443 for information.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mentors Needed
S T. P E T E R S B U R G The Adults Mentoring Children
program is recruiting adult volunteers to be matched with
children from single parent
homes. Most of these children
just need the gift of time from
caring adult mentors. You can
do simple activities such as
gardening, baking, fishing,
crafts, or visiting a park.

Requirements:
- Must be 30 years old
- Background screening
required
- Must drive
It occupies just a few hours
of your time and no experience
is necessary. You will receive
ongoing support from the staff
and there is no cost - free
monthly activities.

F o r m o re i n fo rm at i o n contact Joy Niccum, Outreach
Coordinator, Adults Mentoring
Children, 727-479-1814.
Adults Mentoring Children
is part of Gulf Coast Jewish
Family and Community
Services, a nonprofit agency,
providing mentoring to children
of all faiths and backgrounds
since 1980.

Drinking Water Quality
Report Now Available
CLEARWATER – The City
of Clearwater Public Utilities
Department released its annual
Water Quality Report. The
report contains pertinent water
quality information of interest
to Clearwater residents. As part
of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s “Safe
D r i n k i n g Wa t e r A c t
Amendments,” all water
systems throughout the country
must publish this annual report.
“I am pleased that our water

quality meets or exceeds
national drinking standards.
This is a testament to the great
job our employees do in performing their daily work to
secure the integrity and safety
of our water system,” said
Glenn Daniel, Manager of
Water, Reclaimed Water &
Wastewater Collection.
A copy of the Water Quality
Report was mailed to all
customers. Additional copies of
the report will be available at

City Hall, in Customer Service
at the Municipal Services
Building, and at public libraries.
You can read it online at
www.myclearwater.com by
selecting “Public Utilities” from
the tab, “Browse City
Departments.”
The report also is available
in Spanish. To learn more about
the city’s water quality or to
request a copy by mail, call
727-562-4960 or visit
www.myclearwater.com.

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Skin care packed
with multiple benefits. Special offers
you don’t want to
miss. Free samples
so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at
your convenience with my
personal delivery. No crowds.
No parking hassles. No drain on your
gas tank. What better way to get all your
skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Buddy Guy

George "Buddy" Guy (born
July 30, 1936) is a five-time
G r a m m y Aw a r d - w i n n i n g
American blues and rock guitarist
and singer. Known as an inspiration to Jimi Hendrix, Eric
Clapton, Stevie Ray Vaughan, and
many other guitarists, Guy is considered an important exponent of
Chicago blues. He is the father of
female rapper Shawnna and also
has a son, Michael. He is the older
brother of blues guitarist Phil Guy.
Guy is known for his showmanship, playing his guitar with
drumsticks, or strolling into the
audience while playing solos. He
was ranked thirtieth in Rolling
Stone magazine's list of the "100
Greatest Guitarists of All Time".
While Buddy Guy's music is
often labeled Chicago blues, his
style is unique and separate. His
music can vary from the most traditional, deepest blues to a
creative, unpredictable and radical
gumbo of the blues, avant rock,
soul and free jazz that morphs at
each night’s performance.
For almost 50 years, Guy
performed flamboyant live
concerts of energetic blues and
blues rock, predating the 1960s
blues rockers. As a musician’s
musician, he had a fundamental

impact on the blues and on rock
and roll, influencing a new generation of artists.
As Josh Hathaway once
observed: “Rock and roll just
could not be the same without
Buddy Guy.” Buddy Guy helped
modernize the blues, “moving
the blues forward without losing
sight of its roots.”
Buddy Guy has been called
the bridge between the blues and
rock and roll. He is one of the
historic links between Chicago
electric blues pioneers Muddy
Waters and Howlin' Wolf and
popular musicians like Eric
Clapton, Jeff Beck, Jimi Hendrix
and Jimmy Page as well as later
revivalists like Stevie Ray
Vaughan. This was what Stevie
Ray Vaughan meant when he
said, "Without Buddy Guy, there
would be no Stevie Ray
Vaughan." Even Guitarist
magazine observed:
Without Buddy Guy, the
blues, not to mention rock as we
know it, might be a heckuva lot
less interesting today. Take the
blues out of contemporary rock
music—or pop, jazz and funk for
that matter—and what you have
left is a wholly spineless affair. A
tasteless stew. Makes you shudder
to think about it...
In addition, Guy's pathfinding
guitar techniques also contributed
greatly to rock and roll music.
Guy’s guitar playing was loud and
aggressive; used pioneering distortion and feedback techniques;
employed longer solos; had shifts

of volume and texture; and was
driven by emotion and impulse.
These lessons were eagerly
learned and applied by the new
wave of 1960s British artists and
later became basic attributes of
blues-rock music and its
offspring, hard rock and heavy
metal music. Jeff Beck realized in
the early 1960s: “I didn't know a
Strat could sound like that — until
I heard Buddy's tracks on the
Blues From Big Bill's Copa
Cabana album” (reissue of 1963
Folk Festival Of The Blues
album) and “It was the total manic
abandon in Buddy's solos. They
broke all boundaries. I just
thought, this is more like it! Also,
his solos weren't restricted to a
three-minute pop format; they
were long and really developed.”
Guy could arguably be considered the inspiration, directly or
indirectly, for every rock power
trio format since Cream (i.e.,
bands such as Beck Bogert
Appice, the Jimi Hendrix
Experience, Rush, etc.). Clapton
admitted that he got his idea for a
blues-rock power trio during his
teenage years while watching
Buddy Guy's trio perform in
England in 1965. Clapton later
formed the rock band Cream,
which was “the first rock supergroup to become superstars” and
was also “the first top group to
truly exploit the power-trio
format, in the process laying the
foundation for much blues-rock
and hard rock of the 1960s and
1970s.”

Thomas ‘Hitman’ Hearns

Thomas "Hitman" Hearns
(born October 18, 1958, in
Memphis, raised in Detroit), is an
American 8-time world champion
professional boxer in six different
categories or weights.
Hearns became the first ever
quadruple world champion in
boxing history.
He would also become the first

ever quintuple and sextuple
champion in history winning
World titles at welterweight, super
welter, middle, supermiddle, light
heavy and cruiserweight. Thomas
Hearns is considered to be one of
the greatest boxers in modern
history.
He has scored many
memorable knockouts in his
career, and is widely considered as
one of the greatest knockout artists
of all time.
Hearns was voted the greatest
Super Welterweight of all time by
Ring Magazine and received the
"Fighter of the year" award in 1980
and 1984.
Thomas Hearns fought 21
current, past or future world
champions in 22 world title fights.

Blessed with exceptional
height for a welterweight (6'1"), a
broad back, and unusually long
arms, Hearns had a unique build
combined
with
destructive
punching power. His promotional
fight name was the Hit Man.
He is known best for his devastating right hand, his powerful left
hook and for carrying his left hand
low—a stance he used to lure foes
into an exchange, as well as to
maximize the speed and change the
angle of his jab, a technique called
the "flicker jab".
As a fighter, his aggression set
him apart, controlling fights with
his incredible reach, power and
great boxing skills. He lost only one
decision in his entire career, at the
age of 35.
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HEALTH & FINANCE
Let’$ Talk Money

by Roy James

How to Avoid Three Common
Myths Standing In The Way
Of Retirement Security
A Retirement Strategy is the roadmap
that shows us where to go, provides signposts
along the way, and gets us back on track if we
make a wrong turn. With a Retirement
Strategy in hand, you have a better chance of
getting where and when you want to be –
without it you may flounder, or even remain
stuck in the same place you are today.
Today, most of us expect to live longer,
healthier and more active lives. How are you
going to spend your time in retirement? Will
you visit family? Travel? Volunteer?
The possibilities are endless but when
you do decide, the next step is determining
how your choices translate into dollars and
cents. So ask yourself: can you afford the
lifestyle you envision? Will you have
dependents? What will my other expenses
be?
These are just a few of the questions that
need answering, but following through still
does not guarantee a dream come true. There
are 3 popular myths about retirement that you
want to avoid falling prey to.
Myth
#1—Lower
Expenses
in
Retirement
In the past, it’s been suggested that a
good target for retirement income was 50%
to 80% of pre-retirement after-tax income.
However, your mortgage might not decrease,
your healthcare and insurance costs may
increase and with more free time you may
tend to spend more money, depending on
your situation. In short, you can’t just
assume your retirement income needs will
decrease during retirement. Agood tactic is
to base your planning on a range of scenarios.
Myth #2—My Social Security and
Pension will be Enough
Traditionally, income at retirement has
come from three sources —government
programs, employer-sponsored plans, and
private savings. However, today private
savings is becoming an increasingly more
important part of the equation.
Social Security was never designed as an
alternative to personal responsibility. And,
the higher your pre-retirement income, the
less money you will receive from Social
Security. When it comes to employersponsored pension plans, the trend in recent
years has been for employers to offer taxadvantaged retirement savings plans to
employees instead of employer funded
pensions. One difference is that while a

pension plan is guaranteed, a retirement
savings plans (401(k) plans are the most
popular) are subject to the ups and downs of
the stock market. Another difference is that
retirement savings plans today are often
funded largely with the employee’s contributions.
If you fail to contribute or make poor
investment choices, the benefits you receive
from your retirement savings plans could
turn out to be less than expected.
Myth #3—I Know How Long My
Money’s Going to Last
Life expectancy is on the rise. You may
end up being retired longer than you were in
the workforce and this can make a big difference in how much you have to save while
still working. Your life expectancy can make
a big difference. For example, if you start
with a retirement nest egg of $775,000 and
earn 6% on your money, you can expect to
receive about $75,000 per year for 15 years
before your money runs out. If you live 20
years in retirement, you will need to start
with $915,255 instead of just $775,000, to
stay in the money for the duration of life.
After dispelling these myths, you may
want to recalculate the estimate of what it’s
going to take to finance the retirement
lifestyle you envision. If you’re like many
people, you may encounter a gap between
what you need and what you can expect to
have. Your choices are pretty straightforward:
- Delay your retirement date.
- Reduce your retirement income goal.
- Increase your savings level.
- Increase the return on your investment.
Awell thought-out retirement strategy
can be flexible enough to incorporate these
changes.
Alicensed financial professional can get
you started and help you monitor your
strategy over the years.
0202477-00001-00, Ed 6/17/2011, Exp
12/17/2012
Provided courtesy of Prudential. For more
information, contact Roy James, L.U.T.C.F., a
Financial Professional with The Prudential
Insurance Company of America’s Sunshine State
agency located in Tampa, FL. Roy James’s
private office is located in St.Petersburg,Fl. He
can be reached at roy.james@prudential.com and
(727)327-4137.

Great Outdoor Activities For Kids
TALLAHASSEE - (STATEPOINT) With television, Internet
and video games offering 24/7
entertainment, it can be hard to get
your kids outside. But as a parent,
you have an obligation to take
advantage of the beautiful days
this season by getting outdoors
with your kids as often as you can.
This means turning off those
mobile phones and gadgets as you
learn to enjoy the great outdoors
again. It also means getting
physical.
“Play — especially highly
active physical play — makes
kids smart, emotionally intelligent, lovable and likable, ethical,
physically fit, and joyful,” says
Dr. Anthony DeBenedet, a practicing physician and co-author of
the new book, “The Art of
Roughhousing.”
Here are some great physical
activities that you and your child
can enjoy outdoors:
• Contact Sports: From bas-

ketball to water balloon fights,
contact sports are a great way to
teach your children how to
welcome competition by focusing
on fun, confidence and skills
instead of winning and losing. It’s
also a great way to learn how to
read people, so that your child will
know who to trust and how to
communicate with people out in
the real world.
• The X-15 Flight Simulator:
This activity is best done in a wide
open space, like a grassy park
ground. Stand on your child’s
right side. Reach across his chest
with your left arm while also
reaching behind his legs with your
right arm. Then lift and flip him in
one motion, onto your left
shoulder so that he’s lying horizontally with his head pointed
forward and his arms outstretched
like wings. Place your hands
under his armpits to secure him
and yell “Blastoff!” before
running around in “flight

patterns.”
• The Catapult: You may want
to practice this move at home with
sofa cushions on a rainy day
before taking it outside. Lie on
your back with your knees bent
and tilt your feet at a 45 degree
angle. Let your child sit on your
feet as you lift her in the air and
straighten your legs, pushing her
forward so that she “catapults”
onto the cushions, or if outdoors,
into a swimming pool or pile of
leaves. Make sure to push forward
instead of straight up so that she
doesn’t land on you!
• AMagic Carpet Ride: After
a leisurely picnic outdoors, you
can give your child an added treat
by taking her on a magic carpet
ride. Have her sit on the blanket as
two adults grasp the four corners
and run around.
For more outdoor play ideas
and information about “The
Art of Roughhousing,” visit
www.theartofroughhousing.com.

Seniors: Share Your Medical
History With Your Family
TA L L A H A S S E E (STATEPOINT)Do your relatives
know the facts about your personal
medical history? What about your
family history and their risk for
disease?
A recent survey found that 96
percent of Americans believe it’s
important to know their family
medical history, yet only a third
actually gather specifics,
according to the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services.
This has public health officials
concerned, as a number of
diseases, such as diabetes, cancer
and depression, have been known
to run in families.
For example, while one in six
American men will be diagnosed
with prostate cancer in his lifetime,
that figure jumps to one in three for
men with a family history of the
disease, according to the Prostate
Cancer Foundation (PCF). And
women with a family history of
breast cancer have a fourfold
greater chance of developing it
than average women, even if they
don’t have the genes associated
with increased risk of it, according

to research by the University of
Toronto.
“Knowing your family history
can save your life, since survival
rates are highest when cancer is
caught early,” says Dan Zenka,
senior vice president of communications at PCF. “This simple
knowledge gives doctors vital
insight when it comes to patient
assessment and care.”
However, gathering a family
history can be difficult. Even when
doctors try to collect such patient
data, most patients don’t know the
details. So, it’s important older
relatives share their medical
histories with younger generations.
PCF recommends collecting
family medical histories at family
reunions and holidays. Some
thoughtful strategies can help ease
your relatives into an open conversation about health:
• Share your purpose. Explain
that you’re creating a record the
whole family can use to receive
better health care.
• Provide multiple choices.
Some people may be more willing
to share health information in face-

to-face conversations, others by
phone or e-mail. Let them choose.
• Speak less, listen more. Keep
your questions short and neutral.
Medical diseases are not moral
failings, but feeling judged is
likely to get your relatives to clam
up. So listen without comment.
• Respect privacy. Just
because this information is to be
shared, there’s no need to make
Uncle Jim’s prostate problems the
focus of discussion at the next
family barbeque.
You can keep your family
medical history current by using
free Web services such as the government’s Family Health Portrait
Tool, available at http://familyhistory.hhs.gov. After information is
collected about grandparents,
parents, siblings, children, aunts,
uncles and cousins, it organizes it
into a diagram for health care professionals to better individualize
diagnosis, treatment and prevention plans.
To find out more about how
your family history can affect your
risk for diseases such as prostate
cancer, visit www.pcf.org.

HOROSCOPES
June 23 - June 29, 2011
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You may find that discussions at home
have taken a sudden, spiritual orientation.Give everyone room to express their
personal beliefs without trying to preach
your point of view. Your open-mindedness helps you with deep learning this
week.

Eternal optimist, eternity is now.Get in
touch with your hopefulness and be a
beacon to others.Try not to be taken in
by promises made by others or promises
you’ve made to yourself.Concerning your
own affairs,avoid contemplating lofty
subjects and seeking long ranged solutions.

Set a limit on what you can do for others
this week.You’ll enjoy your feelings more
if you are straightforward about refusing
a less than appetizing assignment.Trust
your feelings and say “No, I won’t.”Clear
bound444 help you define yourself.

TAURUS

VIRGO

Feeling bold,are we? Well,go with the
flow of your feelings! No other sign can
call on inner courage as easily as you.
Whether at home, at work,or out on the
town,let your personal statements be
stylish and bold!

Work. You like work.You have faith in the
results it produces.Luck is important,but
getting the job in front of you done to the
best of your ability will put you ahead of
the game this week. Work at love,or
rather work for those you love.

Let happiness flow inside and outside of
you this week.Refuse to be drawn into
any pseudo-crisis and you’ll stay happy.
Stay quietly on task and you’ll have
accomplished much by the end of this
busy week.

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Don’t ask yourself when the answer will
come.It is on its way,but it will not get
here this week.Yield not to frustrations.
Don’t fly off the handle and create problems for yourself later on. Chill.Time will
provide the best medicine for anything
that ails you this week.

A dream in which you already are what
you hope to be will offer much insight
into your current situation.Take some
practical steps to keep the focus on this
wonderful vision.You know you can be
what you see!

SCORPIO

PISCES

This week is excellent for being still and
letting the wealth inside yourself produce
emotional dividends.Get in touch with
the forces that work behind the scenes
that produce the bright facades that
everyone enjoys.Take comfort in the fact
that you know these forces are eternal.

Do you realize that you are the only one
who can tell you what to think and how
to feel? Let go of any behaviors that are
keeping you from achieving the things
you want to achieve.Be creative and
positive this week.

GEMINI
Tempers may flare around you this week
but it’s nothing personal,so keep your
mind on your own work and let others
act up. You’ll be doing yourself a big favor
if you get some exercise this week!

CANCER
Restless feelings may arise over health
matters,or perhaps education or the lack
of it.Do what you need to do to feel
comfortable with yourself. If it involves
seeing a dentist or taking a class, what’s
stopping you? Self-improvement can be
a very enjoyable game!

CAPRICORN

25 43 33
CA$H 3

306
761
842
DOG DAYS

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

3-6 1-8
5-1 2-5
8-7 4-3

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Florida Marlins Manager
Edwin Rodriguez Resigns

Edwin Rodriguez

BY MARK DIDTLER
ST. PETERSBURG (AP) Edwin Rodriguez forsees a bright
future for the Florida Marlins. He
just won’t be on the bench to see it.
Rodriguez, the first Puerto
Rican-born manager in major league
history, unexpectedly resigned
Sunday after less than one year on
the job.
Bench coach Brandon Hyde
managed the last-place Marlins as
they dropped their 10th straight
game, 2-1 to the Tampa Bay Rays.
But the club will begin a search for
an interim manager and potential
candidates include 80-year-old Jack
McKeon, the special assistant to the
owner who led Florida to a World
Series title in 2003.
“It was a tough day,” an
emotional Hyde said. “Edwin talked
to the staff this morning. It’s been a
roller-coaster, let’s put it that way,
the past few weeks. It’s disappointing. Edwin is a good man and a good
manager. I thought our guys handled

it well.”
Hyde said the Marlins have not
addressed any future plans with him.
He was also unaware that Rodriguez
was planning to step down.
“I’m the bench coach right now
filling in for whatever happens,”
Hyde said. “I’m going to do my job.
We don’t know what’s going to
happen.”
Rodriguez said it was difficult to
leave, given the “positive way the
organization is moving, a new
ballpark next season and the young
core of players.”
“I can’t say enough about the
effort that this staff and these players
have put into this season,” he said in
a statement released by the team. “I
could tell that they continued to give
100 percent effort each and every
day on the field. I wish this organization and players nothing but success
in their futures.”
Rodriguez became interim
manager June 23 of last year after
Fredi Gonzalez was fired. He was
given the job permanently five days
later.
“It’s been extremely frustrating
for everyone,” Florida president of
baseball operations Larry Beinfest
said. “I think everyone here knows
what is going on the way we’ve
played, the way we’ve performed.
It’s tough on everyone, especially
him.
“He communicated with me
early this morning that this was
something he was thinking about,
and when I got to the ballpark we

accepted his resignation.”
Florida went 46-46 under
Rodriguez, who opened the 2010
season as the Marlins’ Triple-A
manager in New Orleans.
“This was an extremely frustrated, proud man,” Beinfest said. “This
kind of caught us a little off guard. I
know there’s been a lot of speculation, everything, but this is not
something I thought was going to
happen today.”
The Marlins fell to 1-18 in June
with Sunday’s loss to the Rays. Ace
pitcher Josh Johnson is injured and
star shortstop Hanley Ramirez, struggling through a miserable slump all
season, also had been sidelined
during a stunning skid that left the
team 32-40 and last in the NL East.
“We’re getting paid to do a job,
and the job we’ve done the last few
weeks hasn’t been good enough,”
Hyde said.”We have to get better in
all areas. We all have to do a better
job of taking the next step. The next
step is, there’s too much talent in that
clubhouse to play the way we’ve
been playing.”
Ramirez, who recently spoke
out in support of Rodriguez,
declined comment.
Beinfest said the club would act
quickly on an interim manager.
“So we can move ahead with the
business of playing baseball and
trying to win games,” he said.
“When you have a change like this,
with a popular person, I think it’s
tough on a lot of people. You just
need to go play baseball, and that’s

first and foremost.”
Beinfest informed the players of
Rodriguez’s decision during a team
meeting before Sunday’s game.
Rodriguez was at the ballpark
and talked with individual players in
the manager’s office. He didn’t
speak with reporters.
“It was surprising, I guess, but I
think it’s more shocking,” infielder
Wes Helms said. “Right now,
nothing is going right for us. Right
now, it’s all negative with the
Marlins, that’s the way it is. It’s
tough to swallow, it really is. I do
know he did everything he could.
We didn’t do our job as a team.”
Florida was limited to four hits
Sunday by James Shields (7-4), who
threw his fifth complete game of the
season.
“When it rains, it pours,”
Marlins reliever Randy Choate said.
“You can’t do anything else besides
go back out there and keep battling.”
The Marlins became the second
big league team to change managers
this season. Oakland fired Bob
Geren on June 9 and replaced him
with Bob Melvin for the rest of the
season.
Beinfest did not rule out additional changes.
“When you go the way we’ve
been going, I think everything is on
the table,” Beinfest said. “I’m
probably on the table as well, and
rightfully so. It’s been a very
difficult period and I think when you
go through these things you can’t
rule anything out.”
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To Be A Great,
McIlroy Must Stay True To Himself

Rory McIlroy

BY JOHN LEICESTER
From the lofty heights of his
throne atop the world of golf, Rory
McIlroy needs look no further than
his own Belfast backyard for a
salutary reminder of how, if he and
those around him aren’t careful, it
could all go downhill from here.
Like McIlroy, fellow Northern
Irishman George Best was also a
massive talent. But the addictions to
booze and excess that Manchester
United’s star developed in the
Swinging Sixties prevented him
from reaching his full potential.
When he died in 2005 at age 59,
obituaries recalled not just Best’s
football skills, but also the
legendary tale of how a hotel waiter
delivering champagne to the
playboy’s room was said to have
found him entertaining Miss World,
prompting the sad question, “Mr
Best, where did it all go wrong?”
In his own sport and era,
McIlroy also has Tiger Woods as
the ultimate example of how the
mega-fame and wealth that come
with a truck-load of major golf
titles can cost a man his soul.
From his earliest days as a kid
who impressed everyone with both
his game and his polite, grounded
demeanor until now, as golf’s new
post-Woods messiah, McIlory has
never shown hints of having the
same human flaws and frailties that

derailed Best and the 14-time
major winner whose golfing
records he has started to obliterate.
Quite the opposite. As far as
anyone on the outside can really
know these things, McIlroy’s definition of a good time isn’t losing
himself with porn stars but going
home to family, friends and dogs
Theo and Gus.
Woods had his superyacht,
“Privacy.” McIlroy, in contrast,
turned up unannounced this year to
watch his former school, Sullivan
Upper, win the final of a Northern
Ireland rugby competition for
under-15s. He reminded himself
that golf isn’t everything by going
before the U.S. Open to the poverty
and disaster-ravaged Caribbean
island nation of Haiti, where his
prowess with irons and a driver
don’t mean a jot.
McIlroy enjoys a lubricated
night out with friends in Belfast,
sometimes tweets about knocking
back fiery cocktails and posted a
photo of himself draining a drink
from his U.S. Open trophy.
But he’s also the type of guy
who, when asked by an acquaintance to autograph a shirt for a
fundraising auction, hopped into
his car to deliver it in person, who
donated a wad of money to fix up
facilities for juniors at the club
outside Belfast where he learned
golf as a kid and who didn’t recoil
when he drove to another local club
last year to practice only to find
hordes of youngsters clamoring for
his attention and handouts.
“They’re all standing around
the Ferrari, he had a Ferrari at the
time,” McIlroy’s coach, Michael
Bannon, recalled in a recent
interview. “He signed everything

and then he stood up at the end and
said, ‘Right, is that everybody done
now?’ He was just making sure that
everybody got something.”
McIroy has always been wellmannered, Bannon added, “his
mum wouldn’t let him (get) away
with too much if he wasn’t.”
The coming months and years
will test McIlroy’s character like
never before. The dominant
manner of his first victory in a
major, rather than just the win
itself, could mean that McIlroy’s
life will never be the same again.
Certainly, fans will never look at
him in the same way again. In
crushing the U.S. Open field with
his record-setting performance,
McIlroy raised expectations to
levels once reserved for Woods.
And Woods showed how easy it
can be to fall from such heights,
how the seedy temptations that
come with stardom can blur even
the most focused of minds.
With someone less grounded,
one might fear that the pressures
and distractions could send 22year-old McIlroy’s moral compass
haywire, too. But he, as Woods did
as a kid, has been picturing such
moments in his mind for years, so
he has had plenty of time to
prepare.
“It’s always going to be
difficult for anyone,” says John
Stevenson, the recently retired
principal of Sullivan Upper in the
Belfast suburb of Holywood where
McIlroy was a star pupil.
“There’s a huge level of expectation there, and that’s big for
anybody. But I can honestly say,
you know, that if anyone is capable
of handling that, Rory’s the guy
because he’s been working toward

this since he was a very young boy.”
McIlroy is well-surrounded,
too, by his parents who worked all
hours to fund the golfing ambitions
of their only child and by longtime
friends who remind “Rors” that
he’s just a humble lad from humble
Northern Irish roots, who would
bring him back to Earth with a
bump if he ever shows signs of
getting a big head and who politely
but firmly rebuff reporters looking
for insight about McIlroy.
He also has the protective arm
of his agent, Chubby Chandler, on
his young shoulders.
“We’ve got a responsibility to
make sure he keeps loving the
game and that he don’t burn out,”
he says. “You know I’ve never
handled anybody like him, but
you’ve seen people burn out. We’re
not going to let it happen to him.”
“He wants to play golf. He
loves playing golf and hanging out
with his mates and whatever, so
what will be will be. He still
doesn’t want a logo. He’s not
caught up in that,” Chandler adds.
Let’s hope, for his happiness
and that of golf, that McIlroy stays
that way. When his career is done,
McIlroy will be measured not only
by how many majors he won but
also by how true he remained to the
freckled, disheveled young man
who charmed the checkered pants
off his sport by handling defeat and
victory with equal grace and by
insisting that, in the bigger scheme
of things, he’s only someone who
hits ``a little white ball around a
field sometimes.”
Because if he loses himself in
the process, all that golfing history
McIlroy’s going to make won’t
mean half as much.
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
Florida Legislative Black
Caucus Asks Department
Of Justice To Reject
Preclearance To Election Laws
TALLAHASSEE - La st
week, the Florida Legislative
Black Caucus (FLBC) joined the
Florida NAACP and the
NAACP-Legal Defense Fund in
requesting that the U.S.
Department of Justice reject preclearance to proposed changes to
Florida’s elections laws.
“It is our hope that the
Justice Department will closely
look at this appeal and deny the
pre-clearance request,” said
chairwoman state Rep. Mia
Jones. “We strongly believe that
these laws discriminate against
African-American voters and
violate Section 5 of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.”
The new election law passed
by the Florida Legislature and

signed by the Governor (1)
reduces the early voting period
in Florida from 14 days to eight;
(2) provides new provisional
ballot requirements for registered voters who move across
county lines; and (3) provides
new restrictions with significant
penalties on third party organizations engaged in independent
voter registration efforts.
State Representative Darryl
Rouson, whose district encompasses part of Hillsborough
County, raised similar concerns,
stating that, for his AfricanAmerican constituents, “cutting
back the number of early voting
days erodes access and absolutely chips away at a person’s
opportunity to vote.”

State Senator Arthenia L.
Joyner stated, “we view this as
an effort to marginalize the votes
of minorities in our County
because we had tremendous
turnout in recent elections.”
Because five counties in
Florida (Collier, Hardee, Hendry,
Hillsborough, and Monroe) are
covered under Section 5 of the
Voting Rights Act, the implementation of all proposed
statewide voting changes is
subject to the approval of the
U.S. Department of Justice.
The joint letter is available
at: http://naacpldf.org/news/ldfi s s u e s - j o i n t - l e t t e r- u rg i n g attorney-general-rejectproposed-changes-floridaselection-laws.

League Calls On Florida
Legislature To Restructure The
Redistricting Process
TA L L A H A S S E E Following the redistricting
hearings held throughout the
Florida Panhandle on Monday
and Tuesday, the League of
Women Voters of Florida
continues to call for some
immediate changes to the legislature’s redistricting timeline.
“ Flor ida taxpa ye rs are
getting a poor return on their
i n v e stm ent,” s ays Lea gue
president Deirdre Macnab, “as
they foot the bill for an allexpense-paid tour for legislators
to travel throughout the state to
26 cities over three months to
listen to citizen input about
redistricting, even though no
new district maps have been
provided for public comment.
The League believes asking for
input without a draft of the maps
represents an expensive and
potentially explosive delay that

WAR

continued from front page
intensified police focus in back
communities, resulting in astronomical rates of black males in
prisons; hundreds of thousands
of blacks and Latinos dead from
gun violence; and police corrupt i o n , including profiling,
brutality, and abuse of power.
From seasoned activists and
organizational leaders to people
formerly incarcerated on drug
offenses, the outcry at the forum
appeared to be the same: “The
war on drugs is a war on us!”
That was a phrase repeated
several times during the threeh o u r f or um , whic h wa s
televised live on C-SPAN.
“I’m here to tell you that
one of the most fundamental
pillars of what we see going on
in our communities, this combustible caldron of genocide
and death, is this war on drugs,”
says Daniels. “Why? It’s
because it’s a racist war on
drugs…I know many people are
out there saying, ‘Why are you
Negroes still talking about
racism?’ That’s because we’ve

will cost voters dearly, both now
and during the 2012 election
season.”
“Florida voters already gave
the legislature marching orders
when 63 percent of them voted
‘yes’ on Amendments 5 and 6,”
says Macnab. “We call on the
legislature to make good use of
these public hearings by putting
some ma ps fo rward fo r
comment that utilize the rules
and standards that Floridians set
forth in the state’s
Constitution.”
The League also calls on
legislators to stop fighting the
will of the voters and drop the
lawsuit against the amendments
which is causing taxpayers to
cover the legal costs for both
sides of the same suit. “Between
paying to both fight and defend
a lawsuit challenging the voters’
voice , and p ay i n g fo r a

‘listening tour’ with no maps,
Florida voters are not getting
their money’s worth,” says
Macnab. “This is something
Floridians should not tolerate,
particularly as we see precious
funding dry up for things such
as education, health care, and
environmental protection.”
During the first round of
hearings, legislators demonstrated their reluctance to
interact with the public and
foster a meaningful dialogue
about redistricting by remaining
silent when citizens in attendance raised questions.
The League encourages the
legislature to make good use of
the public’s time and money by
drawing maps now and accelerating the redistricting timeline
in order to prevent a chaotic and
confusing election season in
2012.

been targeted for the police
action – the war on drugs is a
war on us.”
Among the statistics and
study results quoted by a string
of speakers and experts:
African-Americans are 62
percent of drug offenders sent to
state prisons, yet they represent
only 12 percent of the U. S. population.
Black men are sent to state
prisons on drug charges at 13
times the rate of white men.
Drug transactions among
blacks are easier for police to
target because they more often
happen in public than do drug
transactions between whites.
The disparities are particularly tragic in individual states
where black men are sent to
federal prison on drug charges
at a rate 57 times greater than
white men, according to Human
Rights Watch.
More than 25.4 million
Americans have been arrested
on drug charges since 1980;
about one-third of them were
black.
The black populations in
state prisons are majorly dispro-

portionate: In Georgia, the black
population is 29 percent, the
black prison population is 54
percent; Arkansas 16 percent 52 percent; Louisiana 33
percent-76 percent; Mississippi
36 percent-75 percent; Alabama
26 percent -65 percent;
Tennessee 16 percent -63
percent; Kentucky 7 percent-36
percent; South Carolina 30
percent-69 percent; North
Carolina 22 percent-64 percent;
and Virginia 20 percent-68
percent.
According to the Global
Commission on Drug Policy
arresting and incarcerating
people fills prisons and destroys
lives but does not reduce the
availability of illicit drugs or the
power of criminal organizations.
The average daily cost per
state prison inmate per day in
the U.S. is $67.55. State prisons
held 253,300 inmates for drug
offenses in 2007. That means
states spent approximately $17
million per day to imprison drug
offenders, or more than $6.2
billion per year.
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SPHA’s Public Housing
Program Earns
‘High Performer’ Designation
ST. PETERSBURG - The
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD) has rated the St.
Petersburg Housing Authority’s
(SPHA) Public Housing
program as a “High Performer”
for fiscal year 2010. SPHA is
among a select number of
housing authorities, out of
approximately 3,200 nationwide, to achieve and maintain
this prominent designation.
SPHA Chief Executive
Officer Darrell Irions said, “It
is our agency’s goal to achieve
High Performer status every
year, and it is the vision of our
Board of Commissioners and
the hard work of our staff that
allows us to do so. This HUD
designation represents our
commitment to fulfilling our
mission and to the residents we
serve.”
B o t h S P H A’s P u b l i c

Housing and Housing Choice
Voucher (HCV)/Section 8
programs consistently have
earned High Performer ratings
from HUD over the past
decade. The High Performer
designation is the highest
honor that HUD gives to a
housing authority.
HUD requires that all
housing authorities meet strict
requirements and full compliance with regulations in the
operations of their Public
Housing programs. Annually,
housing authorities undergo the
Public Housing Assessment
System (PHAS) review. Four
key areas are evaluated in this
review, including the physical
condition of public housing
units, the housing authority’s
finances, its management of
the Public Housing program,
and
resident
satisfaction.
Housing authorities scoring 90

Darrell Irions

percent or higher receive the
High Performer designation.
Earlier this year, SPHA
learned from HUD that it had
received a perfect score on the
annual review of its
HCV/Section 8 program.

NOW Gears Up For National
Conference In Tampa
TAMPA - Hundreds of
feminist activists from around
the country will gather in
Tampa, for the National
Organization for Women
National Conference from June
24-26. This year’s conference
theme, “Daring to Dream:
Building a Feminist Future,” is

centered on advancing the principles that have been steering
feminism all along: equality,
fairness, opportunity, nonviolence and empowerment.
“This is a very important
conference for us as conservatives continue waging their
War on Women,” said NOW

President Terry O’Neill. “We
will join together to strategize
and get ready for the many
challenges ahead of us,
including economic justice and
reproductive rights. We will
also soon be faced with the
2012 Elections, which will be
critical to women.”

First Lady Addresses
Issues In Africa
JOHANNESBURG Speaking from a Soweto
church thrust onto the front
lines of the fight against
apartheid, first lady Michelle
Obama urged young South
Africans to conquer hunger and
AIDS and to end violence
against women.
Addressing a crowded
Regina Mundi Church, she
singled out 76 young women
from across Africa here for a
U.S.-sponsored
leadership
forum.
The Catholic church, still
wearing battle scars from the
35-year-old Soweto uprising
and ensuing protests, is named

"Regina Mundi," which is
Latin for "Queen of the World."
She was introduced by
Graca Machel, wife of former
president Nelson Mandela.
Obama, here for a
weeklong official visit, met the
92-year-old Mandela Tuesday
Referring to the U.S. first lady,
Machel said from Regina
Mundi: "We welcome you as a
daughter of Africa — and we
can call you the 'queen of our
world.' "
Obama told those gathered
to work to eliminate poverty,
inequality and injustice, ending
the 34-minute address by
reprising her husband's 2008

campaign slogan, four times
exhorting them: "Yes we can.
"Yes we can.
"Yes we can.
"Yes we can."
The Young African Women
Leaders Forum, the first
of its kind, is being sponsored
by the White House, State
Department and other U.S.
entities.
The 76 women taking part
are from 24 countries and work
in education, health, business
and the media.
A White House official put
the crowd count in Regina
Mundi at 2,000.

FWC Prohibits Campfires
On Public Lands
TALLAHASSEE - FWC
prohibits campfires on public
lands it manages until wildfire
threat subsides In light of significant drought conditions
and the increased threat of
wildfires, the Florida Fish and
Wildlife
Conservation
Commission (FWC), in cooperation with the state Division
of Forestry and other partner
agencies, issued an executive
order June 16 prohibiting
campfires in wildlife management areas, wildlife and environmental areas and all other
lands it manages.The order
went into effect at 12:01 a.m.
June 17 and remains in effect

until rescinded by a subsequent
order. The FWC joins the DOF,
the
Department
of
Environmental Protection and
Florida water management
districts in this effort.“Special
regulations are necessary to
mitigate risk to public safety
and to minimize the likelihood
of igniting fires that will
adversely impact wildlife and
wildlife habitat,” said the
order, signed by Nick Wiley,
FWC executive director.In its
executive order, the FWC
notes that Florida is experiencing inordinately dry conditions
for this time of year. “As a
result, DOF and FWC have

been
fighting
multiple
wildfires within wildlife management areas, wildlife and
environmental areas and other
lands managed by FWC.”If
placed openly on the ground,
the fire is considered a
campfire, and therefore barred.
Only cooking fires contained
in commercially designed
apparatuses are allowed. Any
violation is considered a
second-degree misdemeanor,
punishable by up to a $500 fine
and 60 days in jail. Law
enforcement agencies on each
respective state property are
responsible for enforcing violations.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

PLACE YOUR CHURCH
DIRECTORY AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Senior Women's Ministry
Of St. Mark M. B. Church
Honors Father Of The Year
In honor of Father's Day, the
Senior Women's Ministry of St. Mark
M. B. Church chose one man from
the congregation to be honored as
"Father of the Year." The recipient of
this award for the year 2011, was
Deacon Morris Stevenson. The award
was presented by St. Mark's pastor,

Reverend Brian K. Brown and a few
members of the Senior Women's
Ministry. Deacon Morris Stevenson
is a retired Bus Driver from the City
of St. Petersburg and has devoted his
time and energy to serving St. Mark
in what every capacity necessary.
He is very hard working and always

willing to help. The St. Mark Church
family want's Deacon Stevenson to
know just how much they appreciate
him.
At right, pictured in front from
left to right, Rev. Brown, Gladys
Stevenson, Deacon Morris Stevenson
and Willie Mae Williams.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Countdown to Vacation Bible
School (VBS)! You don’t want to
miss this year’s VBS, especially
since we have curriculums for all
ages! VBS began June 20, 6 p.m.
with devotion in our main

sanctuary. At the conclusion of
devotion, our VBS leaders will
direct everyone to their respective
classes. A June 25 closing
ceremony is planned. Visit our
website www.mzprogressive.org
for more details.
Our “Just Us Three” Ministry
sponsors a B ab y C l o t h i n g
Exchange 10 a.m. Saturday,

June 25. Bring your baby’s gently
used clothing, toys and accessories to bless other moms! The
event takes place in our C.A.R.E.
Building, 1906 9th Ave. S. FMI
call 744-6086 or 452-5165.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
F a i t h, O ne Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the Love
of Christ.
How would you like to be a
part of an enthusiastic ministry
that loves making joyful noises
unto the Lord? The Employee
Relations Ministry of FMBC,
Inc. is now accepting applications for the Assistant Minister
of Music/Organist. Interested?

You might be the person we are
on the lookout for. But that’s
not all. You need to posses the
ability to read music, musically
trained or hold a degree in
music (pre ferred ). P l eas e
contact FBMC if interested:
727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship
welcome you to open our doors.
Friendships’ Morning Services
starts at 7:45 and 10:45. Sunday
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the

glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday
night at 7 as we study the Book
of Hebrews, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number is 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Eastern
Florida
Youth
Congress for Churches of God in
Christ will be hosted by Prayer
Tower Church of God in Christ
where Superintendent Clarence
Welch is the pastor. The youth
will be sharing their gifts.
Everyone is welcome to come

out and enjoy the Lord with our
youth. The pre-musical will
have youth sharing their gifts and
talents. Let’s support our youth.
Location: 1137 37th Street
South, St Petersburg, FL
Date: June 20 - 25
Day Sessions: 9 daily

Night Services: 7 nightly
Activities and Competitions:
Saturday, June 25 at 8 a.m.
Theme: Youth Leading the
Way Through Love and Respect
Contact: Cathy Wall at (727)
327-8958 or Darlina Herring at
(727) 418-5908.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the
community at large, this wish
for an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for June
June 24 - Women’s Bible
Study at 4 p.m. Join us as we
continue our Study of The

Power of a Praying Woman,
Chapter 5
June 24 - Faith Girlz and
Boyz 2 Young Men, 4 p.m. at
St. Mark (Ages 8-13)
June 26 - Celebration of
High School and College
Graduates
June 28 - July 2 - National
Convention, Little Rock, AK.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children
and
Youth
Ministry Meetings are held

every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston, extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. for worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held
Wednesday evenings, at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and
Bible-based ministry with priorities focused on love, forgiveness,

unity, peace and growth. We
celebrate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately, and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity. Living
out these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for all
ages and interests.
We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. 727-321-9645.
Openings are still available
for Pathfinders Summer Camp
which began Monday, June 13
and will run through Aug.12,

Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. If
you are looking for a safe and
fun place for your children ages
5-12 years, contact Joyce Hurst
at 328-2409 or the church office
at 327-0554 for additional information.
Upcoming Events: Bethel in
Lights on Friday Night, June 24,
6:30.
“Driven by God’s Faithfulness:
His will done on Earth as in
Heaven in 2011.”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.
rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2011

PCUL

continued from front page

L-R: Lt. Gov. Carroll, Gregory Johnson,
Gail Simpson and Leslie Waters

Guests from Fifth Third Bank

Loretta Monroe Calvin

Lt. Gov. Carroll with AKAs

Urban League Volunteers

Lt. Gov. Carroll with arriving guests

the sales of this license plate
benefit research programs for
infant mortality, birth defects,
sickle cell disease and homelessness.
“Is there anything truly
equal?” Carroll asked. “We may
never reach that place, so we
must turn our effort toward capitalizing on what already exists.
I worked 120 percent to be
equal to my White counterparts.
Then after review, I stopped
trying to be equal and my work
was recognized and rewarded.
Today we have more opportunities than our ancestors. Do we
grab hold or wait on equality?
You owe it to yourself to do for
yourself.”

Carroll highlighted the contributions of many AfricanAmerican ancestors who, even
under the condition of enslavement
and
discrimination,
worked and helped to bring
about a difference in our
society.
Those
mentioned
included Booker T. Washington,
W.E. B. DuBois and Mary
McLeod Bethune. In addition,
Carroll’s
mother,
Yvonne
Thomas, was called from the
audience and recognized for her
zeal to achieve. Carroll told the
story of how her mother
suffered a stroke two years ago,
causing paralysis on the left
side. Through determination,
Mrs. Thomas has recovered and
regained usage of the left side of
her body.

Lt. Gov. Carroll’s mother, Yvonne Thomas

